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COOPERATION = SURVIVAL

When the Inundation rilas over, the Nile retumed to normal. Farmers went to work for the next eight

months growing food. It was this new soil each year that kept Egyptian farms stable and strong. But, to

make thã best uie of the fertile land, the Bgyptians had to value cooperation. They had to get along and

work together. They had to build dikes to [eép floodwaters out of villages. They had to build catch, basins

to hold water for uie during dry months. They had to build canals to get'water to all the fields nearby' All
this took planning. It took lots of rules and decisions by thousands of officials.

PHARAOHS CREATE ORDER

This started with the pharaoh. Egypt had a large government with a king called a pharaoh who,was-known

a 
- 
è "High Priest of Every Temple'" As the "Lord of Tlvo Lands," the

p the reã land, made laws and rules to create order, collected taxes, and

p the "High Priest of Every Temple," ancient Egyptians believedJhe

pharaotr was a god and that it was the pharaoh's duty t derly, even nature itself'

Wh.n u pharaoi died, Egyptians believed that his rule rlife, where he made sure that

order and stabitity werJmaintained among the gods. e construction of pyramids

because they belieïed that these buildings wouldprepare them for the afterlife' The pyramid contained all

the pharaoh would need to continue to uphold order in the afterlife.
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Connecting to Sclence: FLoODS

A flood occurs when land that is normally above water is covered in
water. From ih

caused by rainfa
river to rise. This

across the low-lying land around the Nile.
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(p runr AND TALK

Even though attcüenl Egypttans coe[4 pre4[c[ "rhen
Ehe yearLy fl,oods *rou[d' begtn and, coulå rueo.sure

the leighi of the fLooà Lo krto,.¡ ho,^r nauch food.
Lhey *rouLd be o.b[e Lo gro,^r, "rhy áo you Lhtnk they

beLJeved LË r,oas a god, that conLrolleå the fLooà?
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O 20I2 SERP Word Generation - Social Studies Focus Unit 6. I

¡1

a'



I Èhtnk beLLevlng the pharaoh *ras a
.¡od. ,^ras a (i00D thtnq for the
Egypttar,rs Þecause...

Buildi nd Knowl

I thlnk bel,i.evùng the pharaoh r¡ras a

god, ,^ras a BAD thtng for the
Egypttans Þecaqse...
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Class Discussion about the Egyptians and Their Gods

Why would a pharaoh want to be known as a godl
According to the reading on the previous page, the Egyptians believed their pharaohs were gods who
controlled everything, even nature. Thinl< about what this meant for the Egyptians and fìll in the boxes

below:

Ç CLASS DISCUSSION

Nhtch cLa.üv¡ above i.s sLrotnger and ohy? Use thls respot\se o.n4 [he lable above to
heLp you ¡arËtctpaLe tt^ Lhe ohole-cLass 4ùsct¿ssi,otr.
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